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Belgian citizen, born on April 26, 1953 
Fluent in French and English, reading and basic conversation in Dutch, Moroccan 
Arabic in progress 
 
 
Vincent De Brouwere is a Public Health medical doctor, reader at the Institute of 
Tropical Medicine, Antwerp (ITM-A). He has a field experience of 15 years in De-
veloping Countries (7 years in ex-Zaire as District Medical Officer and ITM-A as-
sociate researcher in the Kasongo project; then 5 years in Morocco as WHO staff 
member (P5) and ITM associate researcher, then 3 years in Morocco – 2007-10 -
as IRD research director). His main field of research interest is the health care 
system, with a particular focus on maternal health and the quality of care, includ-
ing the management of human resources required for the good functioning of 
health systems. As a lecturer he is involved in different training programmes at 
the ITM and INAS (mainly in safe motherhood, basic concepts in public health and 
management & evaluation of health programmes, elaboration of projects). 
 
 
 

EDUCATION 
DOCTORATE in PUBLIC HEALTH, Université Catholique de Louvain, School of 
Public Health, Belgium (1994-1997). 
Subject of research: « Les besoins obstétricaux non couverts: la prise de cons-
cience de la problématique de la mortalité maternelle au Maroc » [Unmet obste-
tric needs : the realization of the magnitude of the maternal mortality issue in 
Morocco] 
 
MASTER IN PUBLIC HEALTH, Institute of Tropical Medicine, Antwerp, with ‘Ex-
cellence’ (1987-88). 
Subject of research: “Human African Trypanosomiasis: would integration be an 
appropriate strategy?” 
 
DIPLOMA IN TROPICAL MEDICINE, Institute of Tropical Medicine, Antwerp, 
with Magna cum laude, graduated first in my year (1979-80). 
 
MEDICAL DOCTOR, Université Catholique de Louvain, Belgium, with ‘distinction’ 
(Facultés Notre-Dame de la Paix, Namur 1972-75 ; UCL 1975-79). 
 

EMPLOYMENT 
October 2010 - : Associate professor at the Department of Public Health of the 
ITM, co-head of Health Care Management Unit. 



 
October 2007 – September 10: On sabbatical leave; Research Director, Insti-
tut de Recherche pour le Développement, based at the Institut National 
d’Administration Sanitaire, Rabat, Morocco. 
 
2003 – 2007: Senior lecturer at the Department Public Health, ITM A.  
 
1998-2003: Lecturer at the Department Public Health, ITM A 
 
1994-1998: Research fellow, Department Public Health, ITM A 
 
1989 – 1993: Civil servant, World Health Organization, EMRO, Health Education 
Specialist (P5) at the National Institute of Health Administration (INAS) in Rabat, 
Morocco.  
 
1988 - 1989. Tutor of the International Course in Health Development, Public 
Health Department, ITM A.  
 
1983 - 1987. Kasongo Project Team member, hospital director. Belgian Co-
operation. 
 
1980 - 1982. Leprologist and Pawa health district team staff member (Haut-
Uele, DRC). Volunteer for Damian Foundation. 
 
1979-1980. General practitioner in Belgium and free assistant at the Depart-
ment of Public Health in the ITM A (part-time)  

 

SUMMARY OF CURRENT ACTIVITIES 

Research 
My main current research projects are West Africa (maternal mortality reduction 
strategies in Burkina Faso, Niger, Benin, Senegal with Immpact; FEMHealth (SICA 
FP7) and AUDOBEM (FP6 EU project)) and Northern Africa (maternal health policy 
and quality of care, maternal deaths surveillance system, FEMHealth, postpar-
tume morbidity and family medicine & diabetes in Morocco). Other projects in Af-
rica (Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia for REACT (FP6 EU project) and Cameroon, Mali, 
Burkina Faso for Europaid PASSAGE project) have a maternal health component 
but are not mainly focused on maternal health. They are however linked to a sec-
ond domain of interest: human resources and quality of care. Major areas of 
these projects include: 

� Evaluation of the impact of free c-section policy in Benin, Burkina Faso, 
Mali, Morocco (FEM Health project coordinated by the University of Aber-
deen) 

� Magnitude and consequences of severe postpartum maternal morbidity in 
(study carried out by B. Assarag, PhD candidate) 

� Assessment of Maternity Waiting Homes effectiveness in Morocco and their 
contribution to community empowerment (co-investigator) 

� Assessment of the effectiveness of Criterion Based Clinical Audits com-
pared to Case Reviews in Burkina, Benin and Niger (AUDOBEM EU INCO 
project led by M. Borchert, London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine) 
(collaborator) 

� Assessment of different approaches of reducing financial barriers to access 
to emergency obstetric care in Burkina Faso compared to other countries 
(co-investigator) 



� Documentation of the conditions of implementation of clinical audits in 
Casablanca hospitals and the perceived factors of motivation of clinicians 
in Morocco (co-investigator).  

� Improvement of the evidence-base for decision-makers on effective and 
cost-effective safe motherhood intervention strategies. More specifically, 
member of the leading committee regarding the evaluation of skilled care 
initiative in Burkina Faso and capacity strengthening and dissemination 
work programme leader, Immpact (Initiative for maternal Mortality Pro-
gramme Assessment, coordinated by Wendy Graham at the University of 
Aberdeen. I was coordinating the ITM partnership and the research pro-
gramme in Burkina Faso). 

� Assessment of two safe motherhood policies in Senegal: fee exemption at 
delivery and delegation of surgical obstetric competences to general prac-
titioners (principal investigator, Immpact) 

� Documentation of the improvement, through a participatory and multidis-
ciplinary approach, reproductive and sexual health of populations, espe-
cially the adolescents of the project areas (three towns: Mopti, Mali; Oua-
gadougou, Burkina Faso; Maroua, Cameroon), PASSAGE Europaid project 
(responsible investigator).  

� Assessment of the effectiveness of accountability for reasonableness in 
priority setting in Zambia, Kenya and Tanzania (REACT for REsponse to 
ACcountable priority setting for Trust in health systems). (Collaborator, 
INCO research). 

My future research programme will continue to address maternal and neonatal 
health issues, especially the development and evaluation of safe motherhood poli-
cies. 

Teaching 
� At ITM, Antwerpen, I am responsible for the teaching of: “Bloc Maternal 

Health” (20 hours in French and 20 hours in English) in the postgraduate 
course in Tropical Medicine and International Health and the module “Man-
agement and Evaluation of health Programmes” (48 hours) in the Master in 
Disease control and Reproductive Health (MPH). 

� In INAS, Morocco, I was involved in the MPH degree (modules: Safe Mother-
hood module; Research & scientific reading; basic concepts in public health; 
and Management of Programmes) and a short course in “elaboration, monitor-
ing and evaluation of projects against HIV-AIDS” in Morocco. I was also in-
volved in two international courses (associated to the coordination and lec-
turer of a 2-week course “Monitoring & evaluation of maternal and neonatal 
health programmes”; associated to a 4-week course on Reproductive Health 
with Partners in Population and Development). 

� I am a guest professor at the Université Catholique de Louvain (20 hours in 
the summer course in Reproductive Health) 

� I coaches 2 MPH theses at ITM 
� I am co-director of five PhD candidates and I am involved in the PhD commit-

tee of 2 other PhDs. 

Professional membership 
Member of: 
� Scientific committee of the LASDEL (Health anthropology institution in Niger) 
� Belgian Royal Academy of Overseas Sciences 
� International Union for the Scientific Study of Population 
� Belgian Society of Tropical Medicine 
� Belgian Public Health Association  



� European Public Health Association, section epidemiology and section Public 
Health and Health Policy 

� Belgian Order of Medical Doctors 
 

PUBLICATIONS 
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safe delivery and care of the newborn. Tropical Medicine & International Health, 15, 
901-909. 

2. Richard F, Witter S, De Brouwere V. 2010. Reducing financial barriers to obstetric care 
in low-income countries. American Journal of Public Health, 
doi:10.2105/AJPH.2009.179689.  
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Policy, 25, 55-89. 
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taking a complex evaluation of safe motherhood in rural Burkina Faso. Tropical Medi-
cine & International Health 13(8) Suppl.1, 1-5. 
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evaluating skilled care at delivery in rural Burkina Faso: principles and practice. Tropi-
cal Medicine & International Health 13(8) Suppl.1, 6-13. 
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19. Meda N, Hounton S, De Brouwere V, Sombie I, Byass P. 2008. From evaluating a 
Skilled Care Initiative in rural Burkina Faso to policy implications for safe motherhood 
in Africa. Tropical Medicine & International Health 13(8) Suppl.1, 68-72. 

20. Müffler N, Trabelssi M, De Brouwere V. 2007. Scaling up clinical audits of obstetric 
cases in Morocco. Tropical Medicine & International Health 12(10), 1248-1257. 
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nisms. Tropical Medicine & International Health 12, 972-81. 
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51. De Brouwere V. Tendances de la mortalité maternelle: les nouvelles estimations. 
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62. De Brouwere V. 2005. IMMPACT OTP review. Presentation of Capacity Strengthening 
and Dissemination Work Programme to the Immpact research reviewers. Aberdeen 25-
26 April 2005. 

63. Arcens MTA, Marchal B, Coates A, De Brouwere V. Immpact institutional analysis : 
feedback to stakeholders, Ouagadougou, 2 February 2005 

64. IMMPACT ITP Leaders Meeting. Capacity building approach of IMMPACT, framework for 
conducting the situation analysis, revised concept papers, and preparation of CTP-CCG 
meetings. ITM, Antwerp 23/24 January 2003.  

65. Stratégies de renforcement des capacités de la fonction de stewardship des systèmes 
de santé. Séminaire international : les résultats des interviews des acteurs et de la re-
vue documentaire des stratégies. Antwerpen, 3-6 décembre et 9-13 décembre 2002. 

66. De Brouwere V. 2002. En savoir plus pour réduire la mortalité maternelle. Présentation 
IMMPACT lors de la cérémonie officielle de lancement d’IMMPACT au Burkina Faso. 
Ouagadougou, 28 novembre 2002. 

67. Marchal B & De Brouwere V. 2002. Concept paper on capacity development. Craigen-
darroch (Ballater), IMMPACT workshop, 10-15 November 2002. 

68. Richard F, Greindl I, Dujardin B, De Brouwere V. Contribution IMT&ULB au programme 
AQUASOU. 8-12 juillet 2002, Réunion de Gorée, Sénégal. 
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Organisation and participation at workshops and scientific meet-
ings 
I organised the following workshops and scientific meetings: 

Immpact-AMDD-UNFPA workshop on ‘Measuring effectiveness of maternal mortality reduc-
tion programmes’, Rabat, May 16-18, 2006. 

Immpact meeting on Capacity Strengthening and Dissemination Work Programme. Where 
are we in the 3 focus countries? Next steps for the future. Antwerp, 13-14 October 2004. 

AIDS Impulse Programme. International meeting on stewardship capacity building strate-
gies. Rabat, April 3-5, 2002. 

EU Expert meeting on Safe Motherhood evidence based strategies. November 27-28, 2000 

 

I participated in the following workshops and research meetings: 

Table ronde “Quelle médicine générale au Maghreb?” Oran, 7 mars 2009, Université 
d’Oran, Faculté des Sciences Sociales, GRAS.  

Women Deliver Global Conference, London 18-20 October 2007 

AUDOBEM-AFRO (AUDits in OBsteric EMergencies) Effectiveness of facility-based audits to 
improve the responsiveness of West African district hospitals to obstetric emergen-
cies: a three-country cluster randomised controlled trial. 1st annual meeting of re-
search project. Ouagadougou, 18-20 May 2007 

Delivering Safer Motherhood – Sharing the Evidence. Immpact Symposium, London 21-23 
February 2007 

Immpact Burkina Dissemination Symposium, Bobo-Dioulasso, February 6-7, 2007. 

Colloque AQUASOU, Paris, June 12-13, 2006. 

IMMPACT-AMDD-UNFPA workshop on measuring effectiveness of programmes in maternal 
mortality reduction. Rabat May 14-20, 2006 

Lancet series meeting on maternal survival. WHO HQ Geneva, January 19-20, 2006.  

Management and Evaluation of Programmes: a framework. MDC alumni English-speaking 
network. Siem Reap, Cambodia, September 5-9, 2005 



AMDD-UNFPA evaluation. Rabat, Morocco, July 3-6, 2005 

Réunion RIAC Maghreb (19-21.09.03). Rabat 17-23 septembre 2003. 

IMMPACT ITPL-WPL-CTPL meeting. Second international IMMPACT Planning meeting. Uni-
versity of Aberdeen, Aberdeen, 31.03-4 April 2003. 

Hospital near miss enquiries as a strategy to improve the quality of the obstetric care in 
Benin, Ivory Coast and Morocco. Workshop on international comparison between 
sites. London January 3-4, 2001. London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine. 

Unmet Obstetric Needs Network Regional meeting. Supported by the EU DG8. Abidjan, 
Ivory Coast, 27.02-3.03.2000. 

Scientific Committee of the SAREDO project. Review of protocols. Centre Muraz, Bobo-
Dioulasso. Supported by the EU DG8. 23-28 January 2000. 

Hospital near miss enquiries as a strategy to improve the quality of the obstetric care in 
Benin, Ivory Coast and Morocco. National Committee meeting on Near Miss Cases 
Definition and Substandard Care definition. Rabat, Morocco, 20-30 January 1999. 

Scientific meeting on Health Care Reform policy documentation. EU Concerted Action. 
Bangkok, 1-5 February 2000. 

Scientific Committee of SAREDO project (supported by the EC DG8), Centre Muraz, Bobo 
Dioulasso, Burkina Faso, 23-27 January 2000. Review of protocols. 

Workshop on “The impact of Health Sector Reform on the Delivery of Lung Health Ser-
vices”. Organised by the International Union Against Tuberculosis and Lung Dis-
eases. Paris: 7-8 December 1997. 

Appraisal of health personnel performance in developing countries. EU INCO research mee-
ting, Antwerp, November 28, 1997. 

Research students supervised 
Christopher Orach Garimoi (PhD 2006). Reproductive health services for refugee 
and the host populations in Uganda: policy implications. Brussel: Vrije Universiteit 
Brussel, Faculteit Geneeskunde en Farmacie, 26th October 2006: 166 pp 
 
Jacques Saizonou (PhD 2006). La prise en charge des "échappé belle" dans les 
maternités de référence au Bénin: évaluation de la qualité des soins obstétricaux 
d'urgence et des apports de l'audit médical. Université Libre de Bruxelles, Faculté 
de Médecine, Ecole de Santé Publique, 2006: 311 pp 
 
Eugénie Kabali (PhD 2009). Factors associated to intra-hospital maternal mortal-
ity and circumstances of maternal deaths in women with severe complications in 
Kinshasa, DRCongo. Université Catholique de Louvain, Institut de Démographie, 
2009 : 353 pp. 
 
Fabienne Richard (PhD). Equitable access to high quality caesarean section in 
Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso. Vincent De Brouwere (IMT,A) and Bruno Dujardin 
(ULB), Université Libre de Bruxelles, Faculté de Médecine, Ecole de Santé Publi-
que, début en décembre 2008-  
 
Pascale Baraté (PhD) research question: To what extent can a managerial approach 
(opposed to a ‘new’ strategy) help policy and decision-makers to implement a mater-
nal mortality reduction policy? Marleen Temmermans (UGent) and Vincent De Brou-
were (IMT,A), Universiteit Gent, Faculteit of Geneeskunde, started in July 2009. 
 
Sara Van Belle (PhD) research topic: Global non-state actor influence on DHMT de-
cision making space in sexual and reproductive health. London school of Hygiene & 
Tropical Medicine (Susannah Mayhew), co-directed by Guy Kegels and Vincent De 
Brouwere (IMT,A) started in September 2009. 



 
Bouchra Assarag (PhD) research topic: maternal acute severe morbidity. INAS (A. 
Maaroufi), ITM,A (V. De Brouwere) and ULB (Bruno Dujardin), started in March 2010. 
 
Hafid Hachri: research topic: Improving the performance of primary health care 
teams in the Moroccan health system: a realistic evaluation. IMT,A (G. Kegels & V. 
De Brouwere), INAS (A. Maaroufi). 
 
Amina Sahel: research topic: quality improvement programmes in Morocco. IMT,A (V 
De Brouwere co-promoter), ULB (Bruno Dujardin promoter). Started in December 
2010. 
 
Safwan Mwafaq: research topic: Dynamics of civil society associations in the promo-
tion of health of diabetic patients in Morocco. Project accepted in January 2011 by 
ITM,A (V. De Brouwere) and INAS (A. Maaroufi). 
 

Reader/member PhD follow-up committee 
Issiaka Sombie (PhD 2007). Amélioration de l’utilisation des services de santé 
maternelle au Burkina Faso – Quelles stratégies adopter ? Université Libre de 
Bruxelles, Faculté de Médecine, Ecole de Santé Publique, 11 juin 2007. 

Gervais Beninguisse, (PhD 2002). Entre tradition et modernité : fondements so-
ciaux et démographiques de la prise en charge de la grossesse et de 
l’accouchement au Cameroun. Université Catholique de Louvain, Institut de Dé-
mographie, 14 mars 2001. 

Imorou Abou-Bakari (PhD 2006). Cliniciens versus santé publique : une analyse 
socio-anthropologique de la mise en œuvre d’une réforme sanitaire au Bénin, 
Université de Marseille et Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales, France,  
22 mars 2006. 

Nathalie Maulet, started in September 2007. Université Libre de Bruxelles, Faculté 
de Médecine, Ecole de Santé Publique. 

Øystein Evjen Olsen, PhD thesis approved in March 2010, defended on the 4th of 
June 2010. Barriers to implementing emergency obstetric care in northern Tanza-
nia: Balancing quality and quantity. University of Bergen, Norway.  

Master’s theses in other universities/institutions than ITM  
Issam Bennis. Gratuité de la césarienne au Maroc : étude de cas de la province 
de Moulay Yacoub. Mémoire de Maîtrise en Administration Sanitaire et Santé Pu-
blique, option management des services de santé, INAS, Promotion 2008-2010. 
Rabat, juillet 2010. 
 
Malika Ramdani. Role du centre de référence de diabétologie d’OUJDA-ANGAD 
dans la prise en charge des malades diabètiques Mémoire de Maîtrise en Adminis-
tration Sanitaire et Santé Publique, option management des services de santé, 
INAS, Promotion 2008-2010. Rabat, juillet 2010. 
 
Moussa Dia. Les stratégies de compensation dans les services de sante du Séné-
gal : comment le manager d’hôpital peut il réduire les conséquences de ce phé-
nomène dans ses services? Mémoire de Maîtrise en Administration Sanitaire et 
Santé Publique, option management des services de santé, INAS, Promotion 
2008-2010. Rabat, juillet 2010. 
 



Jean E. Kouassi. Evaluation de l’expérience de Guéné dans la réduction de la mor-
talité maternelle et néonatale au Benin. Mémoire de Maîtrise en Administration 
Sanitaire et Santé Publique, option santé publique, filière administration sanitaire, 
INAS, Promotion 2006-2008. Rabat, juillet 2008. 
 
Othmane Baïd. Les références des parturientes de la maternité du Centre Hospi-
talier Provincial de Benslimane. Mémoire de Maîtrise en Administration Sanitaire 
et Santé Publique, option santé publique, filière gestion hospitalière, INAS, Pro-
motion 2006-2008. Rabat, juillet 2008. 
 
Hassan Kennab. Les facteurs d’instabilité des personnels de santé au niveau de la 
zone rurale de la région Fès – Boulemane. Mémoire de Maîtrise en Administration 
Sanitaire et Santé Publique, option administration sanitaire, filière santé publique, 
INAS, Promotion 2006-2008. Rabat, juillet 2008. 
 
Noëmie De Goÿ. Morgen zal ik zwanger zijn… Een vergelijkend onderzoek naar de 
hulpverlening bij geboorte in Burkina Faso en België. Faculteit Letteren en Wijs-
begeerte, Vergelijkende Cultuurwetenschap, Universiteit Gent, 2006. 
 
Nathalie Muffler. Implementing clinical audit in maternity wards in Morocco. Mas-
ters Programme in International Health. Charité Medical School of Humboldt Uni-
versity and Free University Berlin, 2005. 
 
Hélène Sam. Etude des représentations et des perceptions de la population sur 
les risques liés à la grossesse et à l’accouchement, district de Saponé, Burkina 
Faso. Mémoire de licence en éducation pour la santé. Faculté de Médecine, Uni-
versité Catholique de Louvain, 2003. 
 
Alexandra Bauloye. Itinéraire thérapeutique des femmes à l’accouchement. Cas 
des échappées-belles en ville de Tétouan au Maroc. Mémoire de licence en socio-
anthropologie, Faculté des Sciences Sociales, Université Libre de Bruxelles, 2001. 
 

Citizenship 
I am a reviewer for a few journals including The Lancet, Bulletin of the World 
Health Organization, Tropical Medicine & International Health, Health Policy & 
Planning, Studies in Family Planning, Reproductive Health Matters, Family Prac-
tice, International Journal of Public Health, Social Science & Medicine. 
 
I am Elector at the Research Institute for Development, France, member of the 
Scientific Committee of LASDEL, Niamey, Niger. I was member of the Scientific 
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I participate in department meeting aiming at keeping a high standard of re-
search and teaching quality in INAS and previously at the ITM, including the de-
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Networking  
Ipact network of maternal and neonatal health programme managers. This net-
work started in January 2008 with the 1st international Ipact course. It has further 
extended in April 2008 after the organisation of the Ipact course in Kampala with 
Makerere University. It has a web site and a discussion forum http://www.ipact-
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Network “Unmet Obstetric Need”: co-ordination of the implementation of the UON 
approach in about ten countries (Bangladesh, Benin, Burkina, Cambodia, Haiti, 
Mali, Niger, Morocco, Pakistan, Rwanda, Tanzania). The goal of the UON Network 
is to improve the pregnancy outcome by providing countries with tools and meth-
ods that can help them to change maternal health policy, to strengthen their ca-
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(http://www.uonn.org). 
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