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SHORT BIOGRAPHY

Fabienne Richard is registered midwife who specialised in tropical medicine and public
health (MSc). She has 10 years experience as clinical midwife, a field experience of 5 years in
developing countries (Afghanistan, Burkina Faso, Kenya, Liberia, Somalia, Sri Lanka). She
joined the Department of Public Health of the Institute of Tropical Medicine in Antwerp in
1999. Her field of research is maternal health, access to health care and quality of care. She
recently coordinated the writing of a monograph on financial barriers to obstetric care (see
www.itg.be/shsop). She is involved in the new FP7-EU project FEM Health (2011-2013),
assessing the impact of fee exemption on maternal health in West Africa and Morocco. She
is currently doing a PhD on equitable access to quality C-section in Africa.

She is a female genital mutilation (FGM) expert midwife and is involved in FGM research and
clinical guidelines writing for the Ministry of Health in Belgium.

RESEARCH LINES

Equitable access to quality C-section
Impact of abolition of users fees
Scaling-up of innovations

Female Genital Mutilation

Reviewer for different scientific journals: BJOG, BMC, Global Health Promotion, International
Health, Tropical Medicine & International Health

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

EUROPE
From Department of Public Health, Institute of Tropical Medicine, ANTWERP (Belgium)
1999 Research on maternal health (fields : access to health care, quality of obstetric

care, unmet obstetrical needs, female genital mutilation)
Teaching (Master in Public Health, Postgraduates)

1990-1999 Hospital midwife - « Centre Hospitalier » - SAINT-NAZAIRE (France)
Deliveries
Assistance at surgery
Pre Natal Care, Post Natal Care
Teaching (Nurses, Health workers), Organisation of conferences on obstetric
practice



1989

OVERSEAS

2011-2013

2007-2010

2004-2006

Field training at prison clinic — « Maison d’arrét des femmes », FLEURY-MEROGIS
(France)

Field visits for the coordination of the Workpackage 3 “Local health system” of
the FP7 EU project FEMHealth: evaluation of the impact of fee exemption for C-
section in MOROCCO, BENIN, BURKINA FASO and MALI.

Field visits for scientific support in the Health District of secteur 30 in BURKINA
FASO

Field Post in BURKINA FASO in an action research project "AQUASOU" - 2 years
(Amélioration de la QUalité et de I'’Accés aux Soins Obstétricaux d’Urgence) in
the Health District of secteur 30 in Ouagadougou

Technical assistance : improving quality of care and design and implementation
of a cost-sharing system for obstetrical emergencies

1999-2004  Field visits for scientific support for different projects of the Institute of Tropical
Medicine in MOROCCO, NIGER and BURKINA FASO

1999 Field Coordination — MSF Belgium — Monrovia, LIBERIA - 3 months
Health Centres, Reference Hospital, Therapeutic feeding centre

1997-1998 Field Coordination — MSF Belgium — Province of Faryab, AFGHANISTAN -
8 months
Primary Health Care, TBA training. Immunization. Response to emergencies
(floods). Exploratory missions to open new clinics.

1996 Somali Refugee Camp — MSF Belgium — Dadaab, KENYA - 9 months
Outreach Nurse/Midwife
MCH Care, Nutrition, Immunization, Primary Health Care
Management of Cholera Outbreak - Kissmayo, Doble, SOMALIA - T month
Opening and organisation of a cholera camp.
Exploratory mission, Wajir district, KENYA (dysentery epidemic)

1994 Refugees Camp Midwife — MSF France — Madhu, SRI LANKA - 6 months
MCH Care

1989 Stage at Obstetric and Gynaecology Department - Hospital Galbriel Touré
Bamako, MALI - 1 month

EDUCATION

2008-2011 Research doctoral training at ULB (Université Libre de Bruxelles)

2009 Writing skills fraining, University of Antwerpen

N-Vivo 8 training, University of Antwerpen



2006-2007 Master of Science in Disease Control, Option : Reproductive health - Institute of
Tropical Medicine- ANTWERP (Belgium)
Thesis “La césarienne de qualité, expérience du district sanitaire du secteur 30,
QOuagadougou, Burkina Faso »

2002 European Course in Tropical Epidemiology - Institute of Tropical Medicine -
ANTWERP (Belgium)

1999 Emergency course Population in Precarious Situation — MSF — GENEVA
(Switzerland)

1997 Basic course Volunteer of International Missions — Red Cross - MODANE (France)

1995 Institute of Tropical Medicine Prince Leopold — ANTWERP (Belgium)

Diploma in Tropical Medicine
Awarded with « la plus grande distinction »

Nuftrition-Immunization Training — MSF — PARIS (France)
(Istlevel)

1993 IFSO - Institut Francais de Sophropédagogie — TOURS (France)
« Unité de valeurs » in Obstretric Sophrology

1986-90 Faculté de Médecine de NANTES (France)
Diplome d’Etat de Sage-Femme
Dissertation on Motherhood in Prison, won « Prix d’"honneur »,

LANGUAGES

French Mother language
English Good

Dutch Advanced

Spanish Basic

CITIZENSHIP

Board member of the organisation GAMS-Belgium (Groupe pour I'Abolition des Mutilations
Sexuelles): Project coordination, training for health professionals, organisation of internationall
conferences
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Aimer & I'ULB, 2004, 90-97.
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